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THe Mip-Montuiy Review 


All dental students being graduated from the Army Specialized Training Pro- 
gram in June will be given honorable discharges from the Army. This new policy 
will make about 250 dentists available for service with the Navy, for internships and 
teaching, for assignment to other government services. It has not been stated 
whether this policy will apply to future graduating classes under the program. 

All members are asked to contribute wholeheartedly to the 5th War Bond Cam- 
paign through committees that have been established in each state society. Quotas 
have also been established for each state. 

An “Ivory ‘Cross Expedition” to restore dental practice and education in lib- 
erated Holland is being organized in this country. Special courses are being planned 
by a committee under Lester W. Burket of the University of Pennsylvania . . . 
Canada, in a survey of dental personnel, reports 4,405 dentists in Canada, of 
whom 1,162 are in military service. 

Three communities in Georgia and Michigan seek dentists under the relocation 
program of the U. S. Public Health Service . . . John W. Knutson is appointed 
as dental consultant to state health authorities by the U. S. Public Health Service. 
He succeeds Walter J. Pelton, who has held that position since 1941 . . . Oscar 
Mikkelson is appointed as assistant to William T. Wright, Jr., Assistant Surgeon 
General (Dental), U. S. Public Health Service. 

Dental Society of the State of New York presents Army with mobile operating 
unit at annual meeting . . . An Institute on Dental Health Economics will be 
held at the University of Michigan, June 26-July 1 . . . Complete list of products 
accepted by Council on Dental Therapeutics is published in June 1 issue of THE 
Journat . . . Mobile dental laboratory unit is given to Army by Maryland 
State Dental Laboratories Guild and the Associated Dental Laboratories of the 
District of Columbia . . . Dental manufacturers promise new type of chrome 
dental bur as aid to current shortage. 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 31, No. 12. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., Chicago, 11, Ill. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, May 27, 1942, 
at the postoffice at Chicago, IIl., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright 1944 by the American Dental Association. 
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All dental students completing their 
Army Specialized Training Program 
course in June will be given honorable 
discharges from the Army and will re- 
vert to civilian status. This unexpected 
announcement was made May 12 by the 
Surgeon General of the United States 
Army in a letter to deans of all dental 
schools. About 250 students will be grad- 
uated in the Army program this month 
and will be affected by the new order. 
ORDER.—In his letter to the deans, Maj. 
E. J. Fedor (DC), Army Service Forces, 
stated : 


The Surgeon General directs me to inform 
you that this office has this date notified (the 
various Service Commands) that the dental 
trainees enrolled at your school who will com- 
plete their course on or about June 4, 1944 
will not be recommended for appointment and 
active duty since it is contemplated that there 
will be no vacancies available for their assign- 


ment. 


Att ASTP DeEnTAL StTuDENTs GRADUATING IN JUNE TO BE GivEN HONORABLE 
DIscHARGES BY ARMY 


This office will take the necessary steps to 
effect the honorable discharge of these gradu- 
ates on date of graduation, or as soon after as 
practicable, and it is suggested that these stu- 
dents be advised of the action contemplated. 

Since these young graduates will revert to a 
civilian status, their services will be made 
available to other government agencies, ci- 
vilian communities or institutions. . . . 


COMMENT.—The War Service Commit- 
tee, C. Willard Camalier, chairman, is- 
sued the following statement on the Sur- 
geon General’s order: 


The Surgeon General’s Office has an- 
nounced that Army dental students under the 
AST Program, for the June, 1944 class only, 
totaling approximately 250, will be honorably 
discharged upon completion of their studies, 
as the quota of officers in the Army has been 
reached for the present. 

These men, however, will be expected to 
apply for commissions in the Navy as that 
agency is endeavoring to commission about 
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200 officers per month for the balance of the 
calendar year. A few may be commissioned in 
the Veterans Administration and some could 
be utilized as interns in the U. S. Public 
Health Service, in approved civilian hospitals, 
or in such clinics as the Eastman Dental Dis- 
pensary, Rochester, N. Y.; Forsyth Dental In- 
firmary, Boston, Mass., and the Murry and 
Leonie Guggenheim Dental Clinic, New York 
City, or as full time teachers in schools of 
dentistry. 

It is not expected that these graduates will 
attempt to practice in a civilian capacity dur- 
ing this emergency unless they are physically 
disqualified by the Navy or have applied to 
and been accepted as a full-time teacher by a 
school of dentistry or by one of the agencies 
mentioned above. ; 

It is suggested that the directors of these 
institutions contact the schools graduating 
these men, for available interns, and that the 
deans themselves consider others for full-time 
teaching positions. 


MILLS.—The following memorandum on 
the disposition of honorably discharged 
dental students was issued by Maj. Gen. 
Robert H. Mills, Director of the Dental 
Division, Surgeon General’s Office. 


1. Since it has been determined that the 
appointment in the Dental Corp ‘rmy of the 
United States, of ASTP graduates who will 
complete their course in dental education dur- 
ing the month of June will exceed the au- 
thorized ceiling, the originals of the copies of 
letters inclosed were forwarded to the deans 
of dental schools and ASTU Service Units 
concerned, on May 12, 1944, indicating the 
action contemplated by this office. 

2. Under the provisions of section 5, para- 
graph 31f (2) ASF Manual—1o05, Head- 
quarters ASF dated April 3, 1944, ASTP 
Dental Trainees who complete their course in 
dentistry and who are not subsequently ap- 
pointed in the Dental Corps, Army of the 
United States, owing to lack of appropriate 
vacancies or physical disqualifications, will be 
honorably discharged from their enlisted 
status on the date of graduation or as soon 
after as possible. 

3. It is the understanding of this office that 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, United 
States Navy Department, through its Procure- 
ment and Assignment Liaison Officer, has 


indicated a need for additional dentists to 
serve as commissioned Naval Officers. Accord- 
ingly, this office has made available to the 
Liaison Officer the names of all ASTP dental 
trainees who will complete their course during 
the month of June and who will not be ap- 
pointed in the Dental Corps, Army of the 
United States. It is believed that the P. & A. 
Service will invite these trainees, through 
their respective deans, to apply for commis- 
sions in the Navy at the earliest practicable 
date. 


4- While this office has indicated informally 
to the Naval Procurement Representatives the 
desirability of coordinating appointments in 
the Navy Dental Corps to qualified applicants 
with the date on which these trainees will be 
discharged as enlisted men, it is not known 
whether such procedure will be considered 
practicable so far as Naval Procurement Policy 
is concerned. 


5. A limited number of trainees in the June 
graduating classes have been tentatively se- 
lected by representatives of the Medical Divi- 
sion, Veterans’ Administration, for appoint- 
ment as commissioned Army dental officers 
who will be ordered to active duty with that 
organization. 

The names of trainees selected have been 
made known to the appropriate deans and 
have been deleted from the list of names given 
to the Navy. Likewise ten trainees from 
Temple University School of Dentistry have 
been tentatively selected by representatives of 
the Public Health Service for possible utiliza- 
tion as interns. 


6. Since all trainee graduates who are not 
commissioned in the Navy will be required to 
register with their Local Selective Service 
Boards upon discharge from their enlisted 
status, it is suggested that they be advised to 
make every effort to secure occupational defer- 
ment at their earliest opportunity, since there 
is no assurance that these dentists will be 
appointed in the Dental Corps should they be 
inducted into the Army. 


7. The action taken in the case of ASTP 
June graduates in dentistry is not to be con- 
strued as a fixed future policy since the dis- 
position of trainees who graduate after June 
30, and during the remainder of the calendar 
year, will depend on the number of vacancies 
in the Dental Corps available to the chief of 
the branch. 


PL. 
Dr 
nel 
enr 
stu 
for 
Ad 
Tr 
cia 
De 
tal 
Ass 
hel 
ing 
Ler 
tive 
De 
chz 
cat 
of | 
LE 
of 
anc 
Ad 
Tr 
Th 
the 
der 
of 
dec 
An 
sch 
nov 
ten 
eve 
It. 
the 
wit 


its to 
cord- 
the 
ental 


DENTAL SCHOOLS 


PLAN Proposep To Avoip 
Drastic PERSONNEL SHORTAGE 


The drastic shortage of dental person- 
nel, now being accentuated by limiting 
enrollment in dental schools chiefly to 
students being trained for the armed 
forces, was the subject of a meeting of the 


* Ad Interim Committee of the Board of 


Trustees of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation, the American Association of 
Dental Schools and the Council on Den- 
tal Education of~the American Dental 
Association. 

As a result of the meeting, which was 
held in Washington May 31, the follow- 
ing letter was addressed to Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey, Director of the Selec- 
tive Service System, by A. W. Bryan, 
president of the American Association of 
Dental Schools, William N. Hodgkin, 
chairman of the Council on Dental Edu- 
cation, and C. Raymond Wells, President 
of the American Dental Association. 


LETTER.—On May 31 the executive officers 
of the American Association of Dental Schools 
and of the Council on Dental Education met 
in Washington, D. C. in conference with the 
Ad Interim Committee of the Board of 
Trustees of the American Dental Association. 
The purpose of the conference was to consider 
the question of maintaining a steady supply of 
dentists to meet the constantly growing needs 
of the civilian population. 

The ratio of dentists to population showed a 
decline during the decade prior to the war. 
An upward curve of enrollment in the dental 
schools which began before the war, however, 
gave hopeful evidence that ample provision 
would be made for civilian needs. There is 
now indication on every hand that more ex- 
tended dental service than the country has 
ever witnessed will be called for after the war. 
It is therefore of the utmost importance that 
the current training of dentists be continued 
without interruption. 
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You are quite familiar with the situation 
which now limits the enrollment of dental stu- 
dents to those being trained to meet the actual 
needs of the armed forces and to the relatively 
few women and to men not qualified for mili- 
tary service. An emergency already in evi- 
dence will confront dentistry in 1945. There 
will then be nearly 2,000 vacancies in the en- 
tering classes of the dental schools, with no 
present promise of a way to meet this situation. 

We venture the suggestion that you consider 
the possibility of laying this emergency in the 
preparation of an adequate supply of dentists 
before the President, the War Department and 
the Navy Department. If, agreeable to you, we 
propose that the War and Navy Departments 
permit not to exceed 2,000 qualified young 
men now in the armed forces to enter dental 
schools or to complete their pre-dental train- 
ing in 1945. The selection of such students 
could, we believe, be left safely to the dental 
schools in cooperation with the War and Navy 
Departments. 

All agencies of the American Association of 
Dental Schools and of the Council on Dental 
Education would gratefully be put at the dis- 
posal of the proper authorities in working out 
plans. We are assured that the proposal has 
the hearty approval of the officers of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


Micuican INstTiTuTE ON DENTAL 
Economics June 26-Jury 1 


An institute of dental health eco- 
nomics will be held by the School of 
Public Health, University of Michigan, 
at Ann Arbor, June 26 to July 1, to re- 
view the social and economic _back- 
ground of health problems and to de- 
velop a comprehensive understanding of 
the dental problem. Many dental society 
officers and state dental health directors 
will be in attendance and will participate 
in the work of committees which will 
develop the group’s recommendation for 
an effective health program. 
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Knutson Succeeps PELTON 
as State Heattu ConsuttTant 


John W. Knutson has been appointed 
as dental consultant to state health au- 
thorities to succeed Walter J. Pelton, it 
was announced recently by William T. 
Wright, Jr., Assistant Surgeon General, 
and Chief of the Dental Division of the 
U. S. Public Health Service. Dr. Pelton, 
who began his tour of duty as state con- 
sultant in 1941, has been assigned to the 
Office of Indian Affairs. Dr. Knutson 
has been conducting research work in 
Minnesota since 1940. 

The appointment of Dr. Oscar Mik- 
kelson as Assistant to the Chief of the 
Dental Division was also announced by 
Surgeon General Wright. 


Communities SEEK DENTIisTs 
Unver RELocATION ProGRAM 


Three communities have applied for 
assistance in obtaining the services of 
dentists under recent legislation which 
makes federal aid available to commu- 
nities in critical need of dentists and phy- 
sicians. The three communities are: 
Hamilton, Harris County, Ga.; Alma, 
Bacon County, Ga., and Ypsilanti, Wash- 
tenaw County, Mich. 

Dentists interested in locating in these 
communities should address their in- 
quiries to the Surgeon General, U. S. 
Public Health Service, Washington 14, 
D. C. Under the new legislation, the 
U. S. Public Health Service will pay to 
a qualified dentist who relocates his prac- 
tice to a critical area, an allowance of 
$250 a month for three months, plus the 
cost of travel and transportation for him- 
self, his family and his household effects. 
The only requirement is that the dentist 
practice at least one year in his new lo- 
cation. 

Communities who desire such assist- 
ance in securing relocated dentists should 
communicate with the state health offi- 


cer, who will verify the application and 
forward it to the Surgeon General. An 
effort will then be made to secure the 
relocation of a dentist from another area 
within the state. If relocation between 
states becomes necessary, the dentist will 
be required to obtain admission to prac- 
tice in the new state and clearance from 
the Procurement and Assignment Serv- 
ice in the state in which he is registered. 


WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


Po.icitts ON DEFERMENT 
oF DENTAL TECHNICIANS 


The War Service Committee, accord- 
ing to C. Willard Camalier, chairman, 
recently appealed to the Essential Ac- 
tivities Committee of the War Man- 
power Commission for the addition to 
the list of critical occupations of senior 
dental technician over 30 years of age. 
In its reply, the Essential Activities Com- 
mittee said : 

The Committee felt that since the dental 
technician was listed under Group 32, Health 
and Welfare Services of the List of Essentia! 
Activities and your request was limited to 
technicians over 30 years of age, the present 
procedure of Selective Service of considering 
for deferment those over 26 years of age en- 
gaged in an essential activity would give this 
occupation ample protection. 


Dr. Camalier states: “In individual 
meritorius cases, it is urged that state 
military affairs committees, dental lab- 
oratories and interested dentists make the 
proper intercessions with local boards on 
behalf of these men, stressing the position 
that dental technicians, under the super- 
vision of the dental profession, hold in 
support of the national health, safety and 
interest. Appeals may be taken when ne- 
cessary to the state Selective Service Di- 
rector or to Washington if unsuccessful 
at the state level.” 
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THE ARMED FORCES 


First Woman Dentist RECEIVES 
ComMIssIoN IN NAVAL DentTAL Corps 


A former Army dentist who served 
with her native Latvian forces in the 
first world war, Sara G. Krout, Chicago, 
is the first woman dentist to be ap- 
pointed for service in the Navy. She has 
been commissioned as a lieutenant in the 
Dental Corps through the WAVES and 
reported for duty at Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station June 1, where she will 
care for regular Navy Personnel as well 
as WAVES. 

Lieutenant Krout received her dental 
degree from the University of Riga, 
Latvia, in 1915. She came to this coun- 
try and was naturalized in 1921. She 
attended the Schroeder College of Den- 
tistry and the College of Dentistry, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, receiving her license 
to practice in Illinois in 1928. Her hus- 
band, Capt. Maurice H. Krout, is chief 
psychologist at the Armed Forces Induc- 
tion Station in Chicago. 
COMMISSIONS.—A recent announcement 
by Irma L. Jackson, Dental Representa- 
tive of the Committee on Woman Phy- 
sicians, Procurement and Assignment 
Service, stated that the Navy will com- 
mission woman dentists under 40 directly 
into the WAVES. The requirements are 
the same as for male dental officers with 
the exceptions that woman dentists must 
not be married to a Naval officer and 
must have no children under 18 years 
of age. Duty for such officers will be re- 
stricted to continental limits. 

Applications should be made to the 
nearest Naval Officer Procurement Office 
after securing availability clearances 
from the state Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service. 


Army Dentat Corps 
New Po.uicy on TECHNICIANS 


A new policy has been established by 
the Army Dental Corps with regard to 
dental technicians. The following state- 
ment from the Dental Division of the 
Surgeon General’s Office gives details of 
the new policy: 

TECHNICIANS.—Dental laboratory technicians 
in the past have been lost to the dental service 
by induction and assignment to duties other 
than dentistry, as well as by the organization 
of medical cadres for overseas duty as dental 
assistants in 1942 and early 1943. There was 
no differentiation at this time between a 
dental laboratory technician and an enlisted 
dental assistant, since both of these groups had 
been given the specification serial number 067. 
Many well qualified dental laboratory techni- 
cians were thereby delegated to the Medical 
Department duties other than dental labora- 
tory work. 

The Dental Division, Surgeon General’s 
Office, had recommended on several occasions 
that the specification serial numbers be more 
clearly defined, and on May 13, 1943 a 
memorandum (W. D., A. G. O. Memorandum 
No. W 615-45-43) was issued which stated 
the dental laboratory technician be designated 
as 067 while the dental assistant be classified 
as 855. 

Although there were informal arrangements 
with the service commanders to retain those 
classified as 067 in the dental laboratories ex- 
cept in those instances where such technicians 
were assigned to appropriate tactical units, 
there was no clear-cut policy.. There was con- 
siderable confusion as to where and when 
such personnel should be assigned with the 
result that the Dental Division recommended 
that dental laboratory technicians be assigned 
only to certain tactical units which actually 
required their services. 3 

A War Department Circular No._130, April 
4, 1944, specified the exact number as well as 
the tactical units to which 067’s will be as- 
signed. 
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Although some additional dental laboratory 
technicians will be removed from service com- 
mand installations in this country for overseas 
duty, the Army Dental Corps will be assured 
that this specialized talent will be utilized to 
the greatest advantage in the over-all war 
effort. 


Army Dentav Cuinics SouTH 
Get Air ConDiITIONING SysTEMS 

Air conditioning, cooling and ventilat- 
ing systems will be installed in some of 
the southern Army dental camp clinics 
and laboratories in accordance with a 
recent directive issued by the War De- 
partment. The installation of these units 
in the South, where temperature and 
humidity in many instances preclude an 
efficient dental service, was recom- 
mended recently by the Dental Division 
of the Surgeon General’s Office. 

It is expected that the reduction in 
temperature will result in fewer broken 
appointments, a more favorable patient 
reaction and greater efficiency of oper- 
ators. 


List PROMOTIONS OF 
NavaL DentTat OFFICERS 

The Navy announced recently that a 
selection board has recommended for 
advancement to lieutenant commander 
310 officers of the Dental Corps. It is 
expected that the names of those recom- 
mended will be published in the nea 
future. 


Commopr. C, E. Apxins Is 
Heap or Farracut Laboratory 
Commdr. Claude E. Adkins is in 
charge of the prosthodontia laboratory at 
the United States Naval Training Sta- 
tion, Farragut, Idaho. A recent issue of 
the Mm-Monrtuiy contained a state- 
ment, based on press reports, that was in- 
accurate because it placed an officer 
other than Commdr. Adkins in charge. 
Commdr. Adkins has been a member of 
the regular Navy for thirteen years and 
saw service in Manila during the 
Jap attack and iri the South Pacific dur- 


ing 1943. 
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INTERNATIONAL DENTISTRY 


INTERNATIONAL Lasor 
Asks SocrALizep HEALTH CARE 


The International Labor Conference, 
meeting in Philadelphia May 11, recom- 
mended to its member governments a 
program “providing for cradle to grave 
socialized medicine.” The recommenda- 


tion, however, is not binding upon mem- ' 


ber governments, but speakers expressed 
the hope that such a program would be 
established in the respective countries. 

The recommendation on medical and 
dental care,* embracing 114 points to 
guarantee that medical and dental serv- 
ices, both general and specialized, would 
be available to all whether employed or 
indigent, was adopted by a vote of 55 to 
5. Such care would be provided either 
through social insurance, with a supple- 
mentary provision on social assistance to 
meet the requirements of needy persons 
not yet covered by social insurance, or 
through a public medical service. 

The recommendations also asked that 
all types of care and supplies be avail- 
able at any time and without any time 
limit, subject only to the practitioner’s 
judgment and to reasonable limitations 
imposed by the technical organizations of 
the service. It was stated that the bene- 
ficiary should have the right to select his 
family physician and dentist “among the 
participating general practitioners and 
subsequently to change his family physi- 
cian or dentist, subject to giving notice 
within a prescribed time, for good rea- 
sons, such as lack of personal contact or 
confidence.” The details, as proposed, 
include “the suggestion that travelling 
clinics in motor vans or aircraft, equipped 
for first aid, dental treatment, general 
examination and possibly other health 
services . . . be provided for regions with 


scattered population.” 


*New York Times 
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CANADA MAKES SURVEY 
oF DENTAL PERSONNEL 


A recent study of personnel by the 
Canadian Dental Association reveals that 
there has been a slight increase in den- 
tal personnel since 1938. At present, 
there are 4,405 dentists in Canada as 
compared with 4,174 in 1938 and 4,294 
in 1943. In normal times, this would 
give a dentist: patient ratio of 1 :2,612. 
Previously to the present war, only two 
provinces, Ontario (1:1,962) and Brit- 
ish Columbia (1 :2,102), had a ratio be- 
low this figure. The over-all prewar ra- 
tio for the Dominion was 1 :2,685. The 
highest ratio is found in New Brunswick, 
where there is one dentist for every 7,444 
patients. 


“Ivory Cross EXPEDITION” 
to Arp Dentistry In HOLLAND 


American educators in the field of 


‘ dentistry have interested themselves in a 


project to restore dental practice in Hol- 
land to its prewar level as speedily as 
possible after the country’s liberation, ac- 
cording to a recent announcement by 
The Netherlands Information Bureau. 
Under the leadership of Dean J. L. T. 
Appleton, School of Dentistry, University 
of Pennsylvania, a unit will be formed 
to give dental courses at Utrecht Uni- 
versity in Holland as soon as conditions 
permit. The courses, which will be of 
four weeks’ duration, will be prepared 
in advance in both English and Dutch. 
Dean Appleton has appointed Prof. Les- 
ter W. Burket as chairman of the com- 
mittee, while the Netherlands govern- 
ment has commissioned Dr. Herbert 
Loeb, Cambridge, Mass., to cooperate 
with Dr. Burket. Dr. Loeb is a graduate 
of Utrecht University and of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, School of Den- 
tistry. 

All materials and instruments needed 
for practical demonstrations in the pro- 
gram will be obtained in the United 


States, and dental supply houses have al- 
ready promised their cooperation. Dean 
Appleton has offered to put at the dis- 
posal of the committee all of the tech- 
nical books and publications that are 
owned in duplicate by the school’s li- 
brary. 

The committee, which has the ap- 
proval of the Netherlands Minister of 
Education, Dr. Gerrit Bolkestein, will be 
known as the “Ivory Cross Expedition.” 
The name is taken from the “Ivory 
Cross,” a Netherlands association for the 
elimination of dental decay. Princess 
Juliana is honorary president of the 
“Ivory Cross.” 

The committee is undertaking this 
work because it feels that undernourish- 
ment and the lack of needed vitamins in 
occupied Holland have undoubtedly con- 
tributed to an increased amount of decay 
among the Dutch. The disruption of 
university life under the Nazi rule has 
made the study of dentistry, as well as 
of other branches of medicine, practically 
impossible, and dental personnel will 
need to be secured for the work that will 
start with the liberation of Holland. 


ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


A.D.A. REPRESENTED AT 
S. S. Wurre CENTENNIAL 


Charles H. Patton, Philadelphia, was 
the representative of the American Den- 
tal Association at the recent celebration 
in Philadelphia of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of the S. S. 
White Dental Manufacturing Co. Dr. 
Patton, who is a member of the A.D.A. 
committee to cooperate with the dental 
trades, conveyed the best wishes and con- 
gratulations of the Association on this 
significant occasion and assured those 
present of the interest of the American 
Dental Association in its auxiliary groups. 
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_ Tre JourNa OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


Presentation of Scroll to President Wells : 

Capt. C. Raymond Wells (DC) USNR, President of the American Dental] Association, being 
presented with a scroll by Walter A. Rath, general chairman, during the One Day Post- 
Graduate Clinic of the District of Columbia Dental Society April 11. 

Col. Harvey L. Miller, USMC, left, Col. Leonard G. Rowntree, Chief of the Medical Divi- 
sion, Selective Service, Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director, Selective Service, Maj. Gen. 
Robert H. Mills, Chief of Army Dental Corps, Dr. Rath, William T. Wright, Jr., Assistant 
Surgeon General (Dental), U. S. Public Health Service; Capt. Robert S. Davis, Chief of 
Dental Division, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, U. S. Navy, Captain Wells, Lieut. Woodson 
T. Birthright, president of the District Dental Society. 


Dentists AskED To AID 
War Bonp 


Members of the American Dental As- 
sociation have been asked by President 
C. Raymond Wells to participate whole- 
heartedly in the Fifth War Bond Cam- 
paign, which began on June 12 and will 
continue until July 8. The goal of the 
nation wide campaign will be 16 billion 
dollars, of which 6 billions are to come 
from the sales of bonds to individuals. 

C. Willard Camalier, chairman of the 
War Service Committee, has requested 
that all possible purchases be made and 
recorded through the state society organ- 


Propucts oF CouNcIL ON 
DenTAL THERAPEUTICS LISTED 


A complete list of the commercial 
products that are currently accepted by 
the Council on Dental Therapeutics of 
the American Dental Association has 
been published for ready reference by 
members in the June 1 issue of THE 
JournaL, which contains a large section 
descriptive of the Council’s work and 
functions. The products listed include 
local and general anesthetics, vitamins, 
barbiturates, dentifrices and many others. 
Additional material on the products ac- 
cepted by the Council can be found in 
“Accepted Dental Remedies.” 
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DENTAL TRADES 
AND LABORATORIES 


New Tyre or Bur To 
Ease CURRENT SHORTAGE 


A new type of dental bur with a 
chrome finish, which is expected to wear 
at least 50 per cent longer than the steel 
type now in use, will soon be put into 
production, according to a report made 
recently by the Dental Instrument and 
Bur Industry Advisory Committee to the 
War Production ~ Board. Laboratory 
studies on the chrome process have been 


completed, the committee stated, and 


actual production will commence as soon 
as certain specialized machinery is avail- 
able. Delivery of the new burs may be 
expected to start within the next three 
months. 

Because of the wearing qualities of the 
new bur, members of industry said, the 
chrome bur will materially reduce 1944 
requirements, which are now 40 per cent 
above the current rate of shipment. 
Government officials expressed concern 
over this discrepancy between 1944 re- 
quirements and present rates of ship- 
ment, but industry members were of the 
opinion that the new chrome bur and 
the continued expansion of production 
would make it possible to meet require- 
ments. 

The output of dental burs has nearly 
tripled in the last three years, according 
to the committee, and the industry is 
continuing to expand its facilities. How- 
ever, military requirements have grown 
even more rapidly because of the possi- 


‘ bility of loss or damage involved in ship- 


ments made to combat areas and use 
under war conditions. The principal ob- 
stacles hampering the output of burs are 
manpower shortages rather than a lack 
of facilities, the committee said. 


Mip-MonrTHLy IssuvE 


Presentation of mobile dental laboratory 
unit by Maryland State Dental Laboratory 
Guild and Associated Laboratories of the 
District of Columbia. Robert J. Rothstein, 
chairman of the mobile unit campaign, left, 
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills and Roy Cassell, 
president of the Maryland laboratory guild. 


LABORATORY GUILD PRESENTS 
Army WITH Mosite Dentat UNitr 


The Maryland State Dental Labora- 
tory Guild and the Associated Dental 
Laboratories of the District of Columbia 
have presented to the Army a mobile 
dental laboratory unit to be used in com- 
bat areas. Almost $6,000 was collected 
in the Mobile Dental Laboratory Cam- 
paign conducted among the laboratories 
by Robert J. Rothstein, chairman. 

Presentation ceremonies were held at 
the Army Medical Center April 15. Maj. 
Gen. Robert H. Mills, chief of the Army 
Dental Corps, who accepted the ambu- 
lance for the Army, was presented with 
a plaque. Col. William Scheu- 
mann, senior dental officer, and the en- 
tire corps of students and technicians 
from the hospital took part in the pre- 
sentation ceremonies. C. Willard Cam- 
alier, chairman of the War Service Com- 
mittee, and Louis H. Renfrow, chairman 
of the Army-Navy Committee, repre- 
sented the American Dental Association. 
Robert J. Rothstein and Roy Cassell, 
president of the Maryland State Dental 
Laboratory Guild, spoke on behalf of the 
contributing laboratory groups. 
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DENTAL SOCIETIES 


Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills accepting mobile 
dental operating unit, the gift of the Dental 
Society of State of New York to the Army. 


New York State SOCIETY 
Gives Army DenTAL AMBULANCE 


A mobile dental operating unit, pur- 
chased from proceeds of a dental scrap 
drive, was presented to the U. S. Army 
by Leon F. Abbey, president of the Den- 
tal Society of the State of New York, in 
Buffalo, May 12. Maj. Gen. Robert H. 
Mills, Chief of the Army Dental Corps, 
accepted the gift in the name of the 
Army. 

The presentation was made by the 
state society on the last day of its annual 
meeting, officially proclaimed as “Army 
Dentistry Day” by Joseph J. Kelly, 
mayor of Buffalo, who opened the pro- 
gram in Niagara Square after a parade 
of military and other units. 

C. Raymond Wells, President of the 
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American Dental Association, also took 
part in the program along with Carl H. 
Sachse, who was chairman of the state 
society committee conducting the scrap 
drive which netted funds for the ambu- 
lance and a surplus of $1,000, which was 
presented to the American Red Cross. 
Other members of the state society com- 
mittee were: George N. Kelly, Pauling ; 
Louis I. Abelson, New York; Meyer 
Hoffman, Brooklyn; Edgar C. Schick, 
Albany ; William R. Eger, Schenectady ; 
W. C. Bowne, Sherrill ; Gordon R. Win- 
ter, Binghamton; Harold J. Quigley, 
Rochester, and Leon J. Gauchat, Buffalo. 


N. Y. State Hycienists Oppose 
Proposep Expansion oF Duties 


The Dental Hygienists’ Association of 
the State of New York, in a resolution 
adopted at the annual meeting in Buffalo 
May 11, rejected proposals that have 
been made “to extend (hygienists’) serv- 
ices to include operative dentistry on chil- 
dren’s teeth.” The association, stating 
that there had been no consultation with 
the national hygienists’ group, opposed 
extension of their duties to “any services 
other than those stated in the present 
law” of the state. 


ll 


Ambulance presented to the Army by the 
Dental Society of the State of New York. 
Leon F. Abbey, president of the state so- 
ciety, left, Mayor Joseph J. Kelly of Buffalo, 
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills and President C. 
Raymond Wells. 
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Mipv-MonrTu iy Issue 


News or DENTISTS 
AND DENTAL SOCIETIES 


MAINE.—Alonzo H. Garcelon has been 
appointed as director of dental health, 
Department of Health and Welfare. He 
succeeds Philip Wood, who is now in 
charge of dental programs for the Farm 
Security Administration. 
NEBRASKA.—Howard C. Miller, Chicago, 
Trustee of the Eighth District, was 
awarded an honorary degree of doctor of 
laws by Creighton University, Omaha, 
May 11. Dr. Miller, who was graduated 
from Creighton in 1916, was presented 
with the degree by Dean F. J. Vincer of 
the School of Dentistry. 
MICHIGAN.—Harry S. Read has been ap- 
pointed by the mayor of Flint to a new 
health council which has been estab- 
lished to make a study of health prob- 
lems. 

MARYLAND.—J. Ben Robinson, dean of 
the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, 
University of Maryland, has been ap- 
pointed by the mayor as a member of the 
school board of the city of Baltimore. 
He is the first dentist to serve on the 
board. 

CALIFORNIA.—Harve E. Cannon has been 
reappointed by the governor to the state 
board of dental examiners. Thomas C. 
Tilden, Sacramento, is also a new ap- 
pointee to the board. 

MissouRI.—The St. Louis Dental So- 
ciety voted recently to hold the Midcon- 
tinental Dental Congress, which was sus- 
pended in 1943. Tentative arrangements 
indicate that the congress will be held in 
St. Louis October 30-November 1. 

® F. M. Fulkerson, who has practiced in 
Sedalia since 1895, will retire to live in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. He was presi- 
dent of the state society in 1898-1899. 
WISCONSIN.—State society officers elected 
at the recent annual meeting are: J. F. 
Baumgartner, West Bend, president; G. 
M. Cavanagh, Milwaukee, president- 
elect; G. A. LeSage, Superior, 1st vice 
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president; W. H. Schaller, Milwaukee, 
2nd vice president; C. P. Collins, Ke- 
nosha, treasurer; R. A. Mason, Milwau- 
kee, secretary; J. S. Danforth, Sheboy- 
gan, librarian; L. D. McCudden, Mil- 
waukee, historian. 

PENNSYLVANIA.—The law enforcement 
committee of the state society reports 
that C. A. Werner, prosthetic laboratory 
owner, was sentenced in April for con- 
tempt of court for violating a permanent 
injunction, issued in 1943, to refrain 
from practicing dentistry. Judge Soffel, 
in Common Pleas Court of Alleghany 
County, sentenced Werner to six months 
in jail or $1,000 fine. Werner elected to 
pay the fine, but Judge Soffel warned 
that another violation would mean a jail 
sentence. 

® At the recent annual meeting of the 
state society, LeRoy M. Ennis, retiring 
president, was nominated for trustee of 
the Third District of the American Den- 
tal Association, to succeed E. G. Meisel, 
who announced that he would not be a 
candidate for another term. 
MASSACHUSETTS.—Tufts College has an- 
nounced a building program for the den- 
tal college in order to acquire more ade- 
quate clinical facilities as soon as con- 
struction can be started after the war. 
The new dental quarters will be con- 
structed as a wing of the Medical-Dental 
Building in the New England Medical 
Center in downtown Boston. 

® Two dental mechanics, who allegedly 
took impressions and constructed den- 
tures, were convicted recently in a dis- 
trict court. J. Edward Melanson was 
given a three-month suspended sentence 
and probation until 1947. A. G. Richard 
also received a three-month suspended 
sentence with probation until 1950. Mel- 
anson declined the suspended sentence 
and the judge ordered a three-month 
term and a $200 fine. An appeal is 
being taken. 

NEW YORK.—The amalgamation contract 
drawn by a joint amalgamation commit- 
tee setting forth the terms and condi- 
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tions under which the First District Den- 
tal Society and the Second District Den- 
tal Society of the Dental Society of the 
State of New York would merge with 
the Allied Dental Council has now been 
approved by all concerned with the mer- 
ger. Only legal and technical details re- 
main to be completed. 

© The Dental Outlook, official organ of 
the Allied Dental Council, will cease 
publication with the June issue as a re- 
sult of the amalgamation of the Council 
with the First and Second District Den- 
tal Societies. 

® Capt. Clemens V. Rault (DC) USN, 
district dental officer for the Third Naval 
District, was made an honorary member 
of the Second District Dental Society in 
March. 

® Capt. Horatio P. Rini (DC), Army 
dental officer, has received a commenda- 
tion from his commanding general for 
his part in the rescue of two women em- 
ployes from drowning in the Atlantic 
Ocean off Sears Landing Beach, North 
Carolina. 


ILLINOIS.—The state department of edu- 
cation and registration announced May 
5 that the licenses of four dentists had 
been revoked for violation of the dental 
practice act. It was charged at the hear- 
ing that the four dentists were making 
impressions for dentures to be con- 
structed by the A A A Dental Labora- 
tories. Those whose licenses were re- 
voked are: Harry L. Basford, Harold F. 
Walker, Harry J. Horowitz and Frank A. 
Burstetta. The examining committee al- 
so recommended the revocation of li- 
censes of the following three dentists, 
who are charged with being associated 
with illegal dental laboratories: Howard 
G. W. Ball, Morris Feuer and Edward 
H. H. Westedt. 

® At the annual meeting of the state 
society May 10 at Springfield, C. Ray- 
mond Wells, President of the American 
Dental Association, the mayor of Spring- 
field and officers and members of the 
state society took part in a ceremony in 
which Captain Wells placed a wreath on 
the tomb of Abraham Lincoln. 


PROCUREMENT AND ASSIGNMENT SERVICE 


PROCUREMENT SERVICE IssuES 
STATEMENT ON DENTAL STUDENTS 


The recent curtailment of the Army 
Specialized Training Program has led the 
Directing Board of the Procurement and 
Assignment Service, War Manpower 
Commission, to issue a statement as to 
the effects of this policy on the con- 
tinued production of dentists. The 
Board, in the statement issued June 2, 
also outlined the steps it had taken to 
have the policy modified in order to 
avoid serious shortages in dental person- 
nel. 

PROPOSAL.—In an effort to avoid this 
serious depletion ‘of dental personnel the 
American Dental Association and the 


American Association of Dental Schools 
made a joint proposal to Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey May 21. This proposal 
(see page 869) asks the War and Navy 
Departments to permit about 2,000 
qualified young men now in the armed 
forces to enter dental schools or to com- 
plete their predental training in 1945. 
The statement issued by the Directing 
Board was signed by all of its members : 
Frank H. Lahey, M.D., chairman ; Har- 
vey B. Stone, vice-chairman, C. Willard 
Camalier, D.D.S., Harold S. Diehl, M.D., 
and James E. Paullin, M.D. The text of 
the statement follows : 
STATEMENT.—In December 1942, it was 
agreed by the Surgeons General of the 
Army and Navy and the Directing Board 
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Mip-Monru ty IssuE 


of the Procurement and Assignment 
Service that classes admitted to dental 
schools for the duration of the war 
should be made up of the following 
groups: Army Specialized Training Pro- 
gram students, 35 per cent; Navy V-12 
students, 20 per cent and civilian stu- 
dents, 45 per cent, the last group to be 
made up of women and men physically 
disqualified or otherwise ineligible for 
military service. Dentistry’s leadership 
has consistently pointed out the fallacy 
of the assumption that 45 per cent of 
dental school enrollment could be re- 
cruited from the ranks of women and 
physically disqualified men. Experience 
shows that less than 1 per cent of dental 
school enrollment consists of women and 
that the physical requirements for the 
practice of dentistry cannot be met by 
those rejected for military service. 

The curtailment of the Army Spe- 
cialized Training Program in April 1944 
provided. that dental students and pre- 
dental students in the Army Specialized 
Training Program should continue in 
training, but that no more students 
should be admitted to the program. 

It is estimated that the number of 
predental students remaining in the 
Army Specialized Training Program is 
sufficient to fill only 18 per cent of the 
places in the classes to be admitted to 
dental schools in 1945. The Navy will 
continue to fill 20 per cent of the places. 

The reduction in the Army Specialized 
Training Program had the effect of in- 
creasing the number of places which 
must be filled by civilian dental students 
by 17 per cent. This situation gave con- 
cern to the Directing Board of the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service, lest it 
be found impossible to secure an ade- 
quate number of properly qualified can- 
didates for dental schools to fill the 
classes in the future and to keep the 
supply of dentists constant and adequate. 

Early in April, Selective Sefvice, after 
conference with the Inter-Agency Com- 
mittee on Occupational Deferment, ruled 
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that predental students acceptable to the 
armed services, unless accepted for ad- 
mission, matriculated and entered into 
actual classroom work in a recognized 
school of dentistry on or before July 1, 
1944, would no longer be deferred. The 
Procurement and Assignment Service 
wishes to record the following develop- | 
ments which have taken place since that 
time. 


DANGEROUS POLICY.—At a joint meeting 
of the Directing Board of the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service with the 
Surgeons General of the Army, Navy and 
Public Health Service, these problems 
were discussed, and it was mutually 
agreed that the effect of these two poli- 
cies upon dental education would be 
dangerous in terms of production of 
dentists, continued existence of the den- 
tal schools and the effects upon public 
health. 

On April 12, at the suggestion of the 
Procurement and Assignment Service, 
recommendations were made by Paul V. 
McNutt, Chairman of the War Man- 
power Commission, to Maj. Gen. Lewis 
B. Hershey, Director of Selective Service, 
embodying the objections and apprehen- 
sions of the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service to this program. 

On April 15, a reply from General 
Hershey indicated that “. . . No excep- 
tions will be made as respects the date of 
July 1. We shall, as in the past, give full 
faith and credit to the certificates of pro- 
fessional colleges as to the status of stu- 
dents matriculated therein and engaged 
in actual classroom work within the 
school or under its immediate supervi- 
sion...” 

On April 26, a communication was 
forwarded by Mr. McNutt to the Secre- 
tary of War and to the Secretary of the © 
Navy, urging the armed services to pro- 
vide some status for a sufficient number 
of students to fill the entering classes in 
dental schools. 

On April 28, discussions were held by 
the Directing Board, at one of its regular 
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meetings, with representatives of the War 
Department and these apprehensions 
were stated to them and discussed with 
them. 

REFUSAL.—On May 16, the Secretary of 
War and the Secretary of the Navy 
jointly advised the Chairman of the War 
Manpower Commission that it seemed 
to them “. . . that the immediate needs 
of the war for their services ought not to 
yield to the prospective use of them as 
doctors in 1949 or thereafter, particularly 
when it is to be expected that the course 
of the war will by then make it possible to 
release many doctors at present in the mil- 
itary service. The action of the Director 
of Selective Service in refusing these de- 
ferments was, therefore, in accord with 
the recommendation of the Departments 
and for them now to put these students 
into inactive reserve status would, in ef- 
fect, be to defer them and so nullify the 
' action of the Director of Selective Service 
which we supported. . .” 

On May 8, a discussion was held with 
James V. Byrnes, Director of War Mobil- 
ization, concerning this whole situation, 
and it was his opinion that since this 
matter, under the law, was entirely in 
the hands of Selective Service, it was not 
within his province to take any action in 
this matter. 

This now brings the matter up to date 
and below is submitted an estimate of 
what the status of dental classes will be 
under the program as it now exists : 


Estimates of Dental Students for 1945 
Total number of places in 

entering classes 

Army students 18 per 


*This figure represents the enrollment 
in the entering classes in the dental 
schools of the United States in 1943 and 
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not the total enrollment capacity, which 
is estimated at 3,300. 

Past experience indicates that the en- 
rollment of women dentists is a negligible 
factor. For instance, out of 9,014 stu- 


dents enrolled in all dental schools of the 7 


United States during the present year, 
only 70 women were included. As will be 
noted, in dentistry the percentage of stu- 
dents under the Army Specialized Train- 
ing Program is but 18 per cent compared 
to 28 per cent in medicine, and under 
the Navy program, 20 per cent compared 
to 31 per cent in medicine. Therefore, 
there are left approximately 1,446 places 
which, under present policies of Selective 
Service, can be filled only by men whe 
are disqualified for general military serv- 
ice and the comparatively few women 
who would enroll. 

FUTURE PROBLEMATIC.—It is impossible 
at this time to predict how many of these 
places the dental schools will be able to 
fill without lowering their standards of 
admission. Less than 5 per cent of pres- 
ent dental students are physically dis- 
qualified for military service. The lib- 
eralization of deferments for men 
classified by Selective Service and the 
discharge of increasing numbers of men 
by the Army and Navy should make it 
possible to augment somewhat this pro- 
portion. Only time will demonstrate 
whether this situation will improve or 
deteriorate. No predictions are justified 
at this time for classes to be admitted in 
1946 and thereafter. 

At the present time, the Directing 
Board of the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service feels that it has exhausted 
all possibilities to secure more satisfactory 
arrangements to maintain dental enroll- 
ment. It presents this statement in order 
that the dental public may be made 
aware of the facts. Throughout these 
communications and conferences, the 
Directing Board has constantly empha- 
sized to afl agencies concerned the dan- 
gers entering into the situation and will 
continue to do so. 
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